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Successful lawsuits
will spark chanqe

WRONGFUL DEATHS:
Group rallies
for right to sue

BY SEAN SULLIVAN

THE PROVINCE

When the Cadillac Eldorado
smashed through the crowd of teens
at the bush party, Heidi Klompas
was hit head-on, her body flipping
up onto the hood, rolling across the
carand landing with a thump in the
wetmud.

Beside herlay another 17-year-old
girl, dead.

After that terrible accident in
Stokes Pit on Sept. 13, 1997, Heidi
entered the hospital with nothing
more than two badly broken shin
bones.

Butthree weeks and many compli-
cations later, she was dead.

Fourteen years on, Catherine
Adamson is still haunted by her
daughter’s death, which she says
was ultimately at the hands of doc-
tors and nurses, not the drunken
teenage driver.

Adamson was one of dozens of
people who gathered on the steps
ofthe Vancouver Art Gallery Sunday
to rally for a change to B.C’s Family
Compensation Act.

Because Heidi earned no income
and did not provide for dependents,
her mother had no way to sue for a
possible wrongful death, and no way
to legally determine who or what is
to blame for Heidi’s death.
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“Without an admission of guilt, there
will be no changes in how doctors and

hospitals do things.”

— Catherine Adamson, whose daughter went to
hospital with broken shin bones and died

Investigations by the coroner’s
office and the children’s commission
(the latter of which was abolished
in 2002 by the B.C. Liberals) found
Heidi died from medical errors.

Butwhen Adamson asked herlaw-
yer about the next steps after Hei-
di’s death, she was told there were
none.

“My lawyer told me the cost of tak-
ing two hospitals and a handful of

son said. “Without an admission of
guilt, there will be no changes in how
doctors and hospitals do things.”

Legislation drafted by advocates
hasbeen sentto anumber of MLAs,
thoughnone haveyet declared their
support.

Adamson chose to fight for change
through a self-published, metic-
ulously researched book, Heidi
Dawn Klompas: Missed Opportuni-

doctors to court to prove wrongdo-
ing would cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in legal fees, while
the Family Compensation Actwould
give us maybe $20,000 for the death
of a child,” she said.

Most people can’t afford thatkind
of court case just to prove a point,
she said.

“A successful lawsuit is proof that
they did something wrong,” Adam-

Catherme Adamson, holding a book she wrote about her daughter,
is fighting for the right to sue for the wrongful death of any person.

ties, which chronicles Heidi's death
and its aftermath.

“Heidi was a big advocate of tell-
ing the truth and being fair,” Adam-
son said. “This law is really unfair,
so I wrote the book investigating it
totell people whatreallyhappened,
because we never had our day in
court.”

ssullivan@theprovince.com
twitter.com/seanpatricks




